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The contents of this document are intended to convey general information only and not to provide legal 
advice or opinions. This document is limited to administrative proceedings and does not extend to litigation 
in court. The contents of this document should not be construed as, and should not be relied upon for, legal 
advice in any particular circumstance or fact situation. The information presented in this document may not 
reflect the most current legal developments. Readers agree to waive any right of action of any kind in 
reliance on the information contained in this document and we disclaim all liability in respect of actions 
taken or not taken based on any or all of the contents of this document to the fullest extent permitted by 
law. An attorney should be contacted for advice on specific legal issues. 
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A Civil Guide to Recovering a Vehicle Seized Under 8 U.S.C.§ 1324 
 
 

This guide provides information on legal options that a person who has a legal interest in the 

vehicle seized under 8 U.S.C. § 1324 by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (“CBP”) can 

pursue. This guide is prepared as a “do-it yourself” option. This guide does not guarantee the return 

of your vehicle, it is not intended to provide any legal advice and this guide is subject to the 

Disclaimer provided on the cover page. The flow chart below shows the documents to be filed 

based on legal options that you can choose to get your vehicle back. Please note if you are able to 

reclaim your vehicle you may be subject to paying storage fees prior to retrieving the vehicle. 

These storage fees are generally not revealed until a decision  in  your  favor  has  been  rendered. 

Review the entire document before beginning the process. Please read the flow chart with the 

explanations given on the following pages. 
Via certified mail you received a: 

“Notice of Seizure and Information to Claimants Form CAFRA” 
 

Election of Proceedings Form (EoPF) 
 

 

Petition Offer in Compromise Abandon Court Action 

   

   
 
 
 
 

ALL DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED TO CUSTOMS MUST BE IN ENGLISH 
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